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The Celebrations!

August 2014 —Opening Mass at Summer

Gathering
Sunday, August 2
Joliet, Illinois
USF: Motherhouse Chapel

Fall 2014
September 14, 2014
Chicago, Illinois
Sacred Heart, Englewood

September 21, 2014
Joliet, Illinois
University of St. Francis

November 8-9, 2014
South-Central Illinois
St. Michael, Sigel

9-15

St. Mary Help of Christians,

Green Creek
Sacred Heart, Lillyville
St. Francis of Assisi,

Teutopolis

February 2015
Sunday, February 8, 2015
Lombard, Illinois
St. Pius X Parish

Thursday, February 12-15, 2015
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Cardinal Gibbons H. S.
St. Coleman School
and Parish

16-17

18-20

March 2015
Sunday, March 15, 2015
Joliet, Illinois
University of St. Francis
Fine Arts Performance

April 2015
Thursday, April 16, 2015
Joliet, Illinois
Our Lady of Angels
Vespers Service

Sunday, April 19, 2015

21-22

23-26

Mansfield, Ashland, Shelby, Ohio
St. Peter, St. Patrick, Pure Heart
of Mary, St. Edward Parishes

Sunday, April 26, 2015
Joliet, Illinois

Cathedral of St. Raymond

May 2015
Wed.-Sat., May 15-18, 2015

27

28-31

Bayfield and Red Cliff, Wisconsin
St. Louis, Our Lady of the Lake,

St. Mary, Holy Family,
St. Francis, St. Ann

Saturday, May 16, 2015
Joliet, Illinois

32

USF Graduation/Sisters Dolores
Zemont and Mary Ann
Jerkofsky delivered the
Graduation Address

Congregation Receives President’s
Medal



May 2015 continued
Saturday, May 30, 2015 33
Joliet, Illinois
USF Campus, Ice Cream Social

June 2015
Tuesday, June 16, 2015
Joliet, Illinois
Rotary Club

Sunday, June 28, 2015 34-35
Joliet, Illinois
St. John the Baptist Parish

July 2015
Saturday, July 18, 2015 36-37
Joliet, Illinois
St. Joseph Parish

Sunday, July 26, 2015 38-39
Joliet, Illinois
Sacred Heart Parish
Friday, July 31, 2015 40

Joliet, Illinois
Appreciation from Associates

August 2015
Saturday, August 1, 2015 41-50
Joliet, Illinois
OLA
Memorial Service for Deceased

Sunday, August 2, 2015 51-56
Joliet, Illinois
Cathedral of St. Raymond
150th Anniversary Mass

Saturday, August 8, 2015 57
Joliet, Illinois
St. Paul the Apostle
St. Jude

September 2015
Tuesday, September 15, 2015
Channahon, Illinois
Rotary Club

Fri.-Sun., September 18-20, 2015  58-59
Plainfield, Illinois
St. Mary Immaculate Parish and
School

September 2015 continued
Sunday, September 20, 2015 60
Joliet, Illinois
USF: Presidential Alumni Award

Saturday, September 26, 2015 61
Romeoville, Illinois
St. Andrew Parish

Monday, September 28, 2015
Romeoville, Illinois
Serra Club

October 2015
Sunday, October 11, 2015 62-63
Columbus, Ohio
St. Mary Parish

Saturday, October 17, 2015 64
Joliet, Illinois
OLA
Associates Plant a Tree

November 2015
Tuesday, November 10, 2015 65
Joliet, Illinois
Project Pride

Sunday, November 15, 2015 66
Chicago, Illinois
St. Francis de Sales Parish

December 2015
Saturday, December 5, 2015 67
Joliet, Illinois
Our Lady of Angels
Associate Sponsored Tribute Tea

Sunday, December 6, 2015 68-69
Manhattan, Illinois
St. Joseph Parish

Sunday, December 20, 2015 70-71
Brazil at San Damiano
Mass of Celebration

Awards 72-87
Congratulatory Letters 88-102
Newspaper, Magazine and

Internet Coverage 104-119



USF: Motherhouse Chapel
Opening Mass:
August 2, 2014

I will praise the Lorp all my life;
Lwill sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Psalm 146:2

Praise the Lord!

Angelic choir of voices and tones

Peaceful harmony of sounds and colors
Beautiful ensemble of ages and shapes

We gathered as the people of one heart and soul
Of one spirit for thanksgiving and glorifying God
Of one strong bond

For the past, the present, and the future

We aim for one mission of love

We look forward to one hope:

Our Lord reigns forever

For all generations

The Spirit of the Lord is with us,

The Joliet Franciscans.

God is smiling too

Out there, and inside each of us.

Praise the Lord!

Elizabeth Bach Luong




Sacred Heart, Englewood,
Honors the Sisters:
September 14, 2014

On Sunday, September 14, our first former ministry,
Sacred Heart Englewood, honored us for our 150*
by including us in their class reunion afternoon. The
Sisters pictured in this photo attended, as well as
Associate Jeanne Foley who is an alum. It was a
wonderful event, with many former students
coming to our table to ask about Sisters who taught
them. The room was filled with pictures of classes
throughout the years and pictures of Sisters who
taught at Sacred Heart were projected on a screen.
We enjoyed them as much as they enjoyed having
us there. Sister Dolores spoke briefly and
introduced Sister Pauline Ann as the 93 year old
Sister who “turned out the light and locked the
door.” She was the last Joliet Franciscan to serve at
Sacred Heart! This event was a great way to begin
our celebrations!

The Sisters at Sacred Heart
Front Row (seated): Sisters Nadine Overbeck and Teresinha
Del'Acqua, Pauline Ann Furiel. Back Row (standing): Sisters Albert
Marie Papesh, Peggy Quinn, Dolores Zemont, Sharon Frederick and
Clarita Schumacher




University of $t. Francis Honors
the Sisters at Their Class
Reunions:

September 21, 2014

On Sunday, September 21, the University of St.
Francis honored us for our 150t at their Class
Reunions. The day began with Mass in the
Motherhouse Chapel celebrated by Fr. Herb from
St. John’s. A brunch and awards ceremony followed
in San Damiano Hall, at which we were honored.
This is the text:

“2014 has been a year of positive change for USF. We've
expanded with both our St. Clare Campus and St.
Bonaventure Hall, exterior Marian Hall renovations and
much more. None of this would be possible without our
founders of this great institution, the Sisters of St.
Francis of Mary Immaculate. Celebrating 150 years of
serving the community, we appreciate you, and all
you've done for us, and continue to do as our sponsors
and roots to our Franciscan faith. To show you our
appreciation, we have dedicated a bench, which will sit
on our quad, in your name. We have inscribed a brick
paver for former, current and future students to walk
past for many years to come, which reads,

The Sisters at USF
Left to right: Sisters Vivian Whitehead, Rose Marie Surwilo,
Mary Elizabeth Imler, Dr. Arvid Johnson, Sisters Dolores
Zemont and Mary Frances Seeley

“Congratulations. Sisters of St. Francis. 150"
Anniversary.” Lastly, on behalf of the University, a
gingko tree is being planted on the quad. This tree is a
living fossil dating back 270 million years. It is used in
traditional medicines and as a source of food. It is a life-
giving tree just as the Sisters gave life to the University
and the spirit of St. Francis.”

They then asked all the Sisters to stand and be
recognized and called up Sister Dolores to say a few
words.

At Mass
Many Sisters and Associates were in attendance.




Celebration of Our 150th in

South Central lllinois:
November 8-9, 2014

By $r. Rosemary Huzl

“The kind of soil in your area determines the type
of crop you will plant to harvest; the kind of
potentials in you will decide the type of success
you will celebrate.”

— Israelmore Ayivor

When I read this quote, I said to myself: “That
captures the essence of what we experienced on the
weekend of November 8-9, 2014.”

The Congregation Administration, the Sisters and
Associates who are from the area, some Sisters and
Associates who were interested in participating in
the celebration and some of us who served in the
area visited “the soil” in South/Central Illinois, and
saw “the crops” we, the Joliet Franciscans planted,
beginning in 1879 and have harvested throughout
the past 133 years. It was truly an exciting way to
initiate our pilgrimages to some of the places
outside of Joliet where we served,

as we celebrate our 150 years as a

Congregation of Franciscan

Women.

Sigel

The weekend events began by

gathering Saturday at St. Michaels’

in Sigel, where our Sisters served

from 1879-1992. We toured the

former convent which is now

incorporated as part of the school.

Although the community room,

the chapel, the bedrooms and

kitchen no longer resemble those

of many years ago, I was privileged to stand in what
was MY bedroom and the original classroom in
which I taught first grade. St. Michael’s was only
my second assignment and I was VERY young.
Many memories with tears and laughter surfaced as
we recalled names of those who had been there
before and after us.

Sigel, lllinois

The group arrives in Sigel

Sr. Rosemary Huzl
reminisces in her old
bedroom at St.
Michael’s.

St. Michael Parish


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7023141.Israelmore_Ayivor

Sigel continued. ..

St. Michael School

Reminiscing at St. Michael School

Sister Theresa Noser, Associate Patricia Kulavic, Sister
Felicity Gaffney and Associate Eileen Hartke at St.
Michael School, Sigel

Sr. Clarita Schumacher and Sr. Loretta Vetter, who
was principal of St. Michael’s in Sigel

Right:

Sr. Mary
Frances
Seeley, past
principal of
St. Michaels,
enjoying the
visit to her
former
school
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Left: Sister
Albert Marie
Papesh
documenting
the trip with
photos



Associate Louise Johnson, Sister Sharon Frederick and Associate Ann O'Brien, Sr. Rita Vahling and
Sister Teresinha Del’Acqua Sr. Sandra Sudkamp

Sisters Kathleen Bushur and Margaret

St. Michael Parish, Sigel
Ann Lanagan A celebration dinner is enjoyed by all! ichael Fartsh, >lge

Mass at St. Michael's Parish
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Green Creek

Following the tour in Sigel, we traveled as a
caravan to St. Mary Help of Christians in Green
Creek where we Joliet Franciscans served from
1933-1980. We were joined for a prayer service of
remembering by many people of the parish. The
service consisted of song, scripture, and
remembrances and blessings for all those who
walked the journey at St. Mary’s. There was a
ceremony centering on the fruits of the Spirit
which was repeated at Sacred Heart in Lillyville. I
remembered how I was asked to come to Green
Creek and stay with Sister Ewald while the
Superiors went shopping. (There was only one car
for use by the three places.)

Green Creeh, Illinois

St. Mary’s, Green Creek

Lillyville

We once again traveled as a caravan from Green
Creek to Lillyville. Here we had the opportunity
to tour the church, convent and hall. As we
prayed with the people of the parish, participants
carried a plaque representing fruits of the spirit as
a description of each was read. The plaques were
placed around a statue of St. Francis.

At each “mission” we visited, you could hear
people speaking the names of Sisters they
remembered and incidences they recalled from
those years. Sister Rosita Renschen’s name came
up frequently. In her remarks at the conclusion of
each visit, Sister Dolores Zemont remarked about

12

Lillyville, lllinois

Sacred Heart, Lillyville

Mass at Sacred Heart



the 38 women who entered our Congregation
from the South Central area. Many others came
but eventually chose different ways of service
outside the Congregation. This admiring comment
was a statement about the faith life of the family
and the spirit of the parishes from which they
came.

Sr. Jeanette Willenborg at Sacred Heart in Lillyville

Sister Helen Vahling at her old home in Lillyville. Sister
Helen was the Religious Education Director at St.
Francis of Assisi in Teutopolis.
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Teutopolis

Leaving Sigel, Green Creek and Lillyville, we went
to Teutopolis for a tour of St. Francis of Assisi
Church which has stood in the heart of downtown
Teutopolis for 160 years. The church’s beauty is a
reflection of the vibrant mission and ministries of
the Franciscan Friars and brothers. Each of the
magnificent stained glass windows tells a story of
an episode of the life of Francis.

Saturday was a great day, ultimately about people:
the people we have served and those we continue
to serve, the people we are and the people we
continue to strive to be.

The day was filled with remembering and
embracing the past, the present and the future.
After a full day, Associate Barbara Pals invited us
to celebrate a catered meal at her nephew’s home.
The gathering place was unique. It had once
housed horses, but has since been converted into a
hall for gathering and celebrations. Barb and her
sisters decorated the facility with white table
cloths and balloons. Since it was Sister Teresinha’s
birthday, a birthday cake and song were part of
dessert. The atmosphere was truly celebratory
after a long day of remembering and embracing
forever the history that is ours.

Teutopolis, Illinois

Magnificent
stained glass
windows at
St. Francis
Parish



Teutopolis continued . ..

Associate Barb Pals was principal at
St. Mary’s in Green Creek

Sister Teresinha Del’Acqua celebrates her
birthday in style!

Front Row: Sisters Clarita Schumacher, Kathleen
Bushur. Back Row: Sisters Teresinha Del’Acqua,
Dolores Zemont, Associate Eileen Hartke, Sister

Notre Dame Sisters (back row) and Peggy Quinn and Associate Barb Pals
Joliet Franciscans bond!

Celebrating at the “shouse” (shed + house in Teutopolis.)
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The Sigel Girls in Teutopolis

Front Row: Sr. Sandra Sudkamp, Sr. Clarita Schumacher, St. Francis,
Associate Connie Blackwell, Sr. Kathleen Bushur. Back Teutopolis
Row: Mary Jo Orme, Marilyn Moore, Associate Eileen
Hartke

Sunday morning we returned to St. Michael
Church in Sigel for a Mass of celebration with the
parishioners. Father John Titus, a former pastor of
St. Michael’s, was the celebrant. Fr. John did a
great job applying the feast of the day, the
dedication of the Lateran Basilica, and the
celebration of our 150 years as Joliet Franciscans.
The most memorable tribute during the Liturgy
was an extemporaneous guitar and spoken
acknowledgement and recognition by Eric
Thompson. Playing the song “Holy Ground,” he
spoke of the impact we, Joliet Franciscans brought
to and left on, the South Central Illinois area. At

the end, we all joined him in singing “Holy Sister Dolores

Ground.” It was such a moving mark of respect Zemont

hat the onl d to describe i breath addressed the

that the only word to describe it was breath- congregation at

taking. Many of us were moved to tears as we each parish

listened and talked about it following the visited.

celebration.

Sincere thanks to Sister Kathleen Bushur and her

committee, Associates Barbara Pals and Eileen -
Hartke, for a memorable weekend. Thank you to c’“"“'“'“tlon‘
the South Central Sisters, Associates, and “nd
parishioners, as well as all who prepared and th -
participated in any portion of the weekend events. H“PPV 150 An““'e"“'v
It was truly a weekend of Remembering, to all of us!

Celebrating and Embracing!
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St. Pius X Celebration, Lombard:
February 8

By Sr. Mary Jean Morris

Saint Pius X Parish in Lombard welcomed the Sisters of Saint
Francis, Joliet, to celebrate the 150t anniversary of the founding of
the Congregation. Seventy-three Sisters lived and ministered in the
parish over the past 60 years since the founding of the parish and
school. Sister Pauline Schutz was the first pastoral minister there and
is now in her 37t year at Saint Pius X.

Fr. George Zieba, CR, Pastor, presided at the 11:30 celebration of
Eucharist and welcomed the parishioners and visitors for this event.
Father Herb Essig, former pastor and former student at Saint Pius X,
gave the homily. The parish choir sang for the occasion. Sister
Dolores Zemont spoke of the significance of the Franciscan Sisters
who served at Saint Pius X. Betty Ganas, who taught with the Sisters
over 40 years, reflected on the spirit of the school through the years.
The women of the parish planned, decorated, prepared and served a
large variety of hors d’oeuvres and a large cake decorated with the
Congregation shield. Over 25 Sisters joined in the
celebration. A number of parents, children and former lay
teachers who were part of Saint Pius School were there for
the celebration. The spirit of the day made it obvious that the
presence of the Sisters over the years was a service much
appreciated.




$t. Pius X Celebration
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Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
Celebration: February 12-15

By $r. Dolores Zemont

We arrived in Florida and were given a wonderful
welcome from Brother Michael, who describes
himself as “creatively retired” at Cardinal Gibbons.
He even had gift bags for us!

Thursday, February 12, was a wonderful day of
celebration at Cardinal Gibbons. It began as we met
Sisters Marie and Janet, arriving in their "Cadillac"
which is their mode of transportation.

Sisters Helen Zulka, Mary Frances Seeley, Anne
Wayrowski, Rosemary Fonck, Marie Schramko, Kathy
Salewski, Alice Ann Harcharik, Joanne Marusa, Felicity

Gaffney, Albert Marie Papesh
and Dolores Zemont

Shortly after we entered the Student Center for Mass
the 1100 students began to arrive, dressed in
Gibbons red. Our banner was carried in the entrance
procession, followed by all of us. Sisters Marie and
Felicity, who were here at the birth of the school in
1961, led
our
procession.
It was very
moving to
see them
proudly
walking
behind our
banner!
Photo by Brother

Michael
Brickman, CSC
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Sr. Anne Wayrowski, Sr. Joanne Marusa, Brother Michael
Brickman, CSC, Sr. Dolores Zemont and
Sr. Felicity Gaffney

The priest's homily was memorable and he will be
sending me a copy so that I can share it with you.

A wonderful lunch followed with some students,
staff and invited guests, including Madeline Moes -
yes, I did say Moes. Incidentally, the Moes family
has a reunion in Nebraska every year and Madeline
will be sending me the names and addresses so that
we can invite them to our celebration on August 2
at the Cathedral!

The students were delightful and welcoming at both
the Mass and lunch. We were all very impressed.

The afternoon was free. Later we met at the
Country Club for dinner...and what a dinner it
was! The principal spoke briefly and I was asked
to speak also.

It was a great day after which Sr. Marie went to the
boys’ basketball game (at 7 pm), joined by Sisters
Albert Marie and Anne. The rest of us went back to
our motel or convent.

To say that Sisters
Marie and Janet are
loved is an
understatement.
Together, they have
given 103 years of
service to Cardinal
Gibbons!




Friday was another wonderful day of celebration. We
arrived at St. Coleman in the morning to get a tour of
the school. Particularly exciting was that both Anne
Wayrowski and Joanne Marusa had the opportunity to
walk into the classrooms they had when they taught at
Coleman! Anne met one of the teachers whose husband
she taught many moons ago. Jackie Hirsch was excited
to see the former convent, which has changed as the
school is now using it and has restructured the inside.
Albert Marie was reminiscing about the fruit and
flowering trees that used to be outside the convent. The
students were great - very welcoming and excited to
have a chance to see Sisters! They gave us a book in
which each class wrote a message and a prayer and a
promise of prayers for us. We ended the morning with
a delicious Italian lunch! And, by the way, the
enrollment is over 600!

Sister Anne Wayrowski enjoys chatting with some
students.

The afternoon saw most of us going to the ocean to soak
in the sun, walk the beach and just relax. I dropped my
shoes in a large wave that swept in and almost lost
them to the ocean! I am still trying to dry them out.

After we returned, it was back to the convent to have
pizza with Marie and Janet and just an evening to enjoy
each other.

The last 2 days have been wonderful, as has the whole
experience here. On Saturday, a parent of one of the
students at Cardinal Gibbons ( he owns the “Jungle
Queen”) treated us to an hour and a half cruise
through the causeway where we saw the "homes of
the rich and famous." After the morning cruise, we ate
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Sister Joanne Marusa enjoying her return
to a classroom.

Sister Jacqueline Hirsch has some fun with the
children while Sisters Rosemary Fonck and Kathy
Salewski observe.

at Smokey Bones, one of Marie's favorites. She
actually ate more than I did! (As you can see
on the picture!) Back at the convent, Brother
Michael had desserts for us - ice cream and
cookies - like we really

needed more food!

Sisters Marie Schramko and Jacqueline Hirsch




Father Fouty, Sisters Dolores Zemont and
Albert Marie Papesh

Fort
Lauderdale
Celebration

Madeline Moes (decendant of Mother

Alfred Moes) with Sr. Dolores Zemont Brother Michael Brickman




Fine Arts Performance, USF, gl:gitggl :rts\;;:;l:-s
Joliet: March 15, 2015 Y

The Joliet Franciscans have been blessed with a multitude of
talented Sisters throughout the last 150 years. Not only did
they teach music, drawing, photography and painting to
students throughout the years, but many were, and are today,
talented artists and musicians in their own right.

On March 15, 2015, a Celebration of the Fine Arts Performance
was presented at the University of St. Francis Sullivan Center.
The show was presented by Joliet Catholic Academy, the
Franciscan Learning Center, the University of St. Francis and
Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home, all of which are
sponsored institutions of the Congregation.

Sr. Sandra Salois

The Master of Ceremonies was AJ] Wilhelmi. Sr. Dolores
Zemont, President, welcomed all who were present and Sr.
Peggy Quinn, the Councilor for Franciscan Spirituality, led
everyone in the opening prayer.

A great act to start the day with was the Chime Choir from
Our Lady of Angels led by Sr. Odelia Kloc. Members
included Sisters Pauline Ann Furiel, Mary Agnes Cross, Rose
Spatny, Grace Brouch, and David Ann Hoy. Two OLA lay
residents, Helen Wheeler and William Davito, were also part
of the ensemble. They performed 4 old favorites: How Great
Thou Art, Edelweiss, Ain’t She Sweet and Let There Be Peace on
Earth. A terrific way to start the show!

Joliet Catholic Academy students were the next to perform.
Their selections included: Fanfare and Air (2 trumpets),
Gimme Gimme (singers), Menuetto (woodwinds) and Forget about
the Boy (tap dancers). A great sampling of assorted musical talent!

Sr. Kay Francis Berger

Singers from the University of St. Francis performed a variety
of selections from The Sound of Music. They really made the
hills come alive!

The last act of the day, but certainly the first in cuteness, were

the students of the Franciscan Learning Center. Led by Sr.

Margaret McGuckin, the Rhythm Stick Ensemble performed

You've Got to Move It and Follow the Leader. The group sang You

Are My Sunshine/This Little Light of Mine and Down in My Heart.

The Rhythm Band thrilled the audience with Schmenge Polka

and Miss Frenchy Brown. Sr. Carol Jander was diligent in

protecting the students. Who knows how many might have Sr. Jaye Nelson
fallen off the stage without her there to catch them!



In addition to the live entertainment, paintings,
photos and drawings galore were on display.
Many, many students from JCA and FLC had
their artwork on display along side those of
several Sisters and an Associate. The “Sister”
artists who had samples of their work on display
include: Sandra Salois, Marianne Saieg, Kay
Francis Berger, Mary Lou Marchetti and Jaye
Nelson. Associate Karen Kietzman also
displayed her artwork. The deceased Sister

artists were not forgotten. We were privileged to Our Rochester Franciscan Cousins with
see works of Cherubim Czahor, DePadua Antl, Sr. Clarita Schumacher (center) and
Theolinda Leuthner and Beata Jonik. Sr. Dolores Zemont (right)

Thanks to all who made

the day one to remember! Celebration of the

Fine Arts
Sisters Nadine Overbeck
and Mary Lou Marchetti
Sr. Marianne Saieg
Sisters Lois Prebil
and Juanita Ujcik
sr. Vivian Whitehead Sisters Pat Skowronski,

Verene Girmshceid and
Associate Ann O’Brien
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Celebration in Ohio: April 19, 2015

By $r. Margaret Hoffman

The celebration at Mansfield, Ohio, and the adjacent towns of
Ashland and Shelby on the third weekend of April really
began with the visit of Sisters Pauline Schutz, Kathleen
Bushur, and Anna Konrath to Shelby, Ohio. They had supper
with Sister Irene Yosick at her home and then visited with Mr.
Douglas Mark and his family. He had been a teacher and
principal at Saint Edward School in Ashland, Ohio.

Another group of Sisters, Albert Marie Papesh, Helen Vahling
and Pauline Ann Furiel, accompanied by the Mansfield
Sisters, Bernard Marie and Paula, also visited Most Pure
Heart of Mary parish and Saint Edward parishes in Shelby.

On Saturday night all of the Sisters were invited to the home
of Cathy and Richard Stout for a delicious meal and
wonderful conversation. Cathy is the recently retired Director
of Development for Saint Peter Parish in
Mansfield.

Then, on Sunday, the day began with a 9:00
a.m. brunch at the convent before the 11:30
a.m. Mass in the beautiful Saint Peter
Church. As the Sisters gathered for the
Mass, members of the North Central Ohio
Vocations Club pinned corsages on each
Sister. The special honorees, Sisters Paula
Bingert, Bernard Marie Campbell and Irene
Yosick, received an orchid corsage from the
pastor, Father Gregory Hite. We were

Above, Sitting: Sisters Pauline Ann Furiel,
Irene Yosick, Anna Konrath and Albert Marie
Papesh
Standing: Sisters Bernard Marie Campbell,
Dolores Zemont, Helen Vahling and Peggy
Quinn

Left: A beautiful poster
celebrating the places the
Joliet Franciscans have
ministered in Ohio.




honored to include in the procession into the
church Sisters Mary Ann Moser, a Precious Blood
Sister, and Therese Guerin Sullivan, a Providence
Sister, both dear friends of ours from Cleveland.

There were many poignant moments in the Mass
that surely brought tears to our eyes and
memories flooding our souls. Father Hite gave a
wonderful homily based on the Scripture of the
day which recalled the dilemma of the apostles
and disciples at the death and appearances of
Jesus. Father reminded us of the faith that
strengthened the resolve of Christ’s followers and
then spoke beautifully of the Sisters of Saint
Francis who, with that same resolve, came to Saint
Peter’s in the early years of our foundation. Father
listed by name those first two Sisters and then the
first young women who entered our
Congregation from Mansfield: Sister Ignatius
Baker at 25, Sister Lucy Raub at 18, and the first
Mansfield postulant, Rachel Dillon, to be known
as Sister Eugenia.

The music, for which Saint Peter’s is known, was
outstanding. Under the direction of Bill Johnson,
the choir, accompanied by organ, kettle drums,
violin, and trumpets, led the entire congregation
in beautifully chosen hymns. The church
resounded as young and old and all in between
joined voices as the Sisters walked up the long
aisle following a young woman acolyte carrying a
banner honoring Saint Francis of Assisi.
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Clockwise seated around the table starting in lower left
corner are: Sisters Dolores Zemont, Peggy Quinn, Pauline

Ann Furiel, Helen Vahling and Anna Konrath.

Next are: Heidi Stout (daughter-in-law)
and Joan Gemzer (co-host).

After that are: Sisters Teresinha Mendonga Del’Acqua,
Albert Marie Papesh, Paula Bingert, Irene Yosick and

Bernard Marie Campbell.

Standing in back are their hosts Kathy and Richard Stout.

Special selections included “Magnificabitur”
composed by Sister Teresine Haban, native of
Columbus, Ohio, and sung at all of our special
celebrations in Joliet, Illinois, by several
generations of Sisters. There were tears of
recognition as the choir sang that selection. After
the recessional, and as the Sisters raised their eyes
to the choir loft, the choir sang a magnificent
rendition of Handel’s “Halleluiah Chorus” from
the Messiah. The remaining congregants,
including all the Sisters, applauded gratefully.

The Franciscan Activity Center was the site of a
lovely reception following the Mass. Those who
preferred to ride to the center were chauffeured
across the campus. The speakers at the reception
included Father Hite, two graduates of Saint Peter
High School, Michael Santoro '60 and Lydia Reid
‘56, former mayor of Mansfield and Sister Dolores
Zemont. Before the reception was concluded, each
Sister received a copy of the formal picture of the
Sisters that was taken by the parish photographer.
What a surprise that was for each Sister!

After the reception, some Sisters departed for
Joliet, Effingham, Lombard, Chicago, Columbus,
Dayton, Louisville, Parma, and Cuyahoga Falls.
Others stayed for the parish production of the
musical “Annie” and left that evening or the next
morning for Shelby and Joliet.

Our celebration at Saint Peter Parish could not
have been more wonderful. We praise God for the
blessings of the past and ask God’s guidance on
the endeavors of the future. Thanks to so many
who welcomed us and celebrated with us.!



Left: Kathy and
Richard Stout
Right:
Dennis and
Katie Schroeder
with her sister,
Sr. Teresa Noser

Sisters Patricia Mitchell, Teresinha Del’ Acqua and

Sister Margaret Hoffman (right) pins on
Helen Vahling

Sister Bernard Marie Campbell’s corsage

Sister Mary Ann Moser Irene Yosick




Sisters Albert Marie Papesh, Dolores Zemont (left) and
Sister Mary Kay Cmolik (below left) and Sister Peggy
Quinn (below) receiving their corsages

Sisters Elaine Kerscher, Patricia Mitchell and Helen Vahling (left)
and Sisters Paula Bingert, Kathleen Bushur, Dolores Zemont,
Pauline Schutz, Teresinha Del’ Acqua and Kathleen Rossman

(below) enjoying the reception




$t. Raymond’s, Joliet: April 26, 2015

More than 50 Sisters attended the Mass
and Reception that St. Raymond’s
Cathedral held in celebration of the
150th Anniversary of the Joliet
Franciscans. The presider was the Very
Rev. Brad Baker who acknowledged and
thanked the Sisters for their presence at
St. Ray’s throughout the many years.

Sister Mary Jean
Morris

Sisters Kay Francis Berger and

Joan Clare Wisner (photo by Sr.
Marianne Saieg)

Sister Dolores spoke about the many

and varied ministries that the Sisters are Sister Anna
Konrath

involved in today in the Joliet area, and

she also expressed
gratitude that the
Sisters of St. Francis
could be a part of the
St. Ray’s community
for so many years. At

the reception there
was a wall filled with
memorabilia and
quotes from Sisters

Sisters Rita Schmitz, Mary Ann Hamer, Anita Beloin,
Mary Franz, Margaret Rose Sczesniak, Jane Nienaber,
Odelia Kloc and Felicity Gaffney

(photo by Sr. Marianne Saieg)

who had ministered SiSterdlaolor‘es Zte;]mont
. addressing the

there. A delicious T

buffet breakfast was

served and each Sister

received a flower from the large bouquet and a very

creative nametag reminiscent of a mini-blackboard!

Sisters Mary Frances Seeley and
Teresinha Mendonga Del’ Acqua

Sisters Elaine Kerscher
and Peggy Quinn

and Helen Zulka

Patti and Chuck Blatti with
Sisters Donna Marie Baier

Sisters Thadine Kaminski
and Lourdes Boyer

Sister Nadine Overbeck ¢eft) and Dr. James Healy who was
taught by Sr. Martha (right) in 2nd grade and Sr. Nadine in 4th

grade
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Sister Mary Lou
Marchetti




The Northlands of Wisconsin -

150th Celebration:
May 15-18, 2015

By $r. Anita Beloin

The Northland, Lake Superior
(Gitchigami) and
Chequamegon Bay are all gifts
of the Great Spirit, and we, 19
Sisters and Associates and a
friend, had the privilege of
sharing these gifts and more
with our Sisters Grace Ann
Rabideau, Phyllis Wilhelm,
Kathy Salewski, Margaret
Kacvinsky and our Associate
Virginia Beauchamp who are
living and ministering in the
Northland of Wisconsin. It felt
like being on a pilgrimage as
we travelled to each location
where they minister. We were
treated to a taste of their

ministries, and met some of the

wonderful people their lives
have touched.

Many of us headed North on

Thursday, May 14. It’s about an

8 hour drive from Joliet, not
including stops along the way.

After settling into our lodgings, we met in Red Cliff

for an evening pizza get-together at the home of
Sisters Kathy and Margaret.

St. Louis Church in Washburn
Sr. Teresinha with the sign welcoming the
Joliet Franciscans

Sisters Phyllis Wilhelm, Margaret Kacvinsky
and Grace Ann Rabideau — three of the 4
Sisters who minister in Northern Wisconsin.

(Not pictured: Sr. Kathy Salewski.)

Visible Sisters: Rosemary Huzl, Mary Jean Morris, Elaine R.

Schneider and Geraldine Podobnik

Friday began with a morning
Mass at St. Louis Church in
Washburn. Two signs greeted
us: one noting our 150 years
as a Congregation, and the
other one celebrating our 135
years of presence in the
Northland! Following Mass
we walked over to the school
hall for a fabulous breakfast
buffet prepared by women of
the parish. From Washburn
our caravan of pilgrims
headed to Ashland where
Sister Phyllis lives and where
Sister Margaret ministers at
Our Lady of the Lake Parish.
Our visit to the school was a
special treat. We got to enjoy
the dress rehearsal of
“Fractured Fairytales.” The
students performing were
from grades 1 through 8. It
was a delightful production
that gave us many laughs as
we followed Little Red Riding

Sisters Grace Ann Rabideau, Elaine R. Schneider and

Teresinha Del’Acqua
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Hood (“Red”) on her adventures to save her true
love and the Hunchback of Notre Dame, from the
Witch of the West.

Next on our journey was lunch at Sister Phyllis’
home in Ashland. Refueled, we headed to the Bad
River Reservation, where Sister Phyllis is Pastoral
Associate at St. Mary’s, Odanah. We visited the
Church and especially appreciated the beading that
the women had

added to the

altar cloths.

There was a

special treat for

us in the room

adjacent to the

sanctuary: a

table covered

with lovely Beadwork on an altar cloth at St.
beaded Mary, Odanah, Bad River
necklaces, and Reservation

one for each of

us! Sister Phyllis is a part of a beading group and
our gifts were made by them. Some of the extra
pieces were on sale, with the donations going
towards a needed new roof.

After a few hours on our own to sightsee or shop
the quaint shops of the area, we gathered at
Legendary Waters in Red Cliff for supper where
many of us enjoyed fresh Lake Superior fish.

Saturday was designated as a day of leisure. Most of
us decided to visit Madeline Island. It turned out to
be the best day to go to Madeline Island. We began
our ferry crossing in the fog and reached the island
to find abundant sunshine! It's on Madeline Island
that Sister Grace Ann’s family had lived, and where
Father Baraga had built the first Catholic Church in
1835. The island has a wonderful museum that has
been enlarged and renovated. A brochure
describing the museum states: “The museum
chronicles Native American life, the fur trade and
arrival of missionaries, 19 century fishing, logging,
brownstone mining and maritime lore.” In the
museum we were delighted to find many pieces of
exquisite beading depicting their love of nature
through their Native American handiwork.
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Madeline Island
Plaque indicating the site of First Church

Present church, St. Joseph, on Madeline Island

Beading samples at the Museum on Madeline



Many of us visited the La Point Indian Cemetery. A
sign there told a bit of its history; in part it reads:
“Established about 1836 as part of a Roman Catholic
mission under the guidance of the dynamic Austrian
priest, Frederick Baraga, later made a bishop. The
white man’s style of house was adopted as a grave
cover by the Christianized Ojibway (Chippewa) in
his custom of protecting both the dead and the food
left with the dead. The food gave sustenance for the
4-day journey to the Hereafter as well as something
for the spirit to leave for friends, relatives and the
poor....” We were surprised to find so many coins
left at the grave sites.

A few visited the Madeline Island School of the Arts
where many workshops in photography, writing,
painting, quilting, fiber arts and yoga are given for
adults from May to October. Lunch on the Island
concluded the island visit for most of us.

We had the option of attending a 4:00 p.m. Liturgy
at Holy Family in Bayfield or St. Mary’s in Odanah.

The Anniversary Mass was held at noon on Sunday
at St. Francis Church in Red Cliff. A proclamation
from the mayor of Bayfield was read acknowledging
our many years of service to the region, and
proclaiming the day to be “The Sisters of St. Francis
Day.” Father Kevin Gordon was the main celebrant
of the liturgy. He is a native of Red Cliff, was taught
by our Sisters and was ordained a priest at Red Cliff.
His homily spoke of the Gospel message to Go and
spread the Good News. He tied into his homily
stories of our Sisters living and witnessing the
Gospel message.

We then continued the celebration with a wonderful
buffet dinner and the special treat of Native
drumming and dancing led by some of the Red Cliff
students we taught in Bayfield in the 1980s. What a
privilege to see how they have embraced and share
their Native American culture! The hoop dancing
was outstanding!

We ended our day together with Benediction at

Holy Family Church in Bayfield, followed by dessert
in the parish hall.
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La Point Indian Cemetery, Madeline Island

Coins left at the grave sites.
La Point Indian Cemetery, Madeline Island

Mass at St. Francis Church, Red Cliff

Red Cliff dancer and beadwork



Our last day of pilgrimage brought us to Holy Cross cemetery
in Bayfield to visit the graves of 3 of our Sisters and 2 of our
Associates. Sister Phyllis led a beautiful prayer service in word
and song, which was followed by each of us placing flowers at
the grave sites. It was a cold day with light rain falling, but our
hearts were filled with warmth and love for these women
whose lives had touched so many.

Our caravan traveled many miles to St. Anthony’s Settlement
where Deacon Roger Cadotte lives. He met us at the little
church where years ago our Sisters taught religious education
and which now serves as a small museum. From there we
headed to St. Ann’s in Cornucopia, the farthest northern town
in Wisconsin. Sister Kathy’s ministry as Director of
Evangelization and Outreach includes Cornucopia, along with
Bayfield, Red Cliff, Washburn and Madeline Island.

We ended our journey with supper at Sister Grace Ann’s home
in Bayfield that overlooks Lake Superior, offering a magnificent
view!

The four Sisters ministering in the Northland were wonderful
hosts, helping us honor the past and sharing with us their
ministries and the beauty of the land and its people! Their joy
showed on their faces!!

We got a bonus surprise on our drive home through northern
Wisconsin, SNOW! It was no longer on the highway but graced
the trees, a glimpse of a winter wonderland in the midst of
May!
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Sisters’ graves at Holy Cross Cemetery,
Bayfield

Wisconsin’s Northernmost Post Office,
Cornucopia

Winter Wonderland (in May!!)

Left to Right, front to back: Sisters Carol Mecko, Elaine
R. Schneider, Mary Jean Morris, Albert Marie Papesh,
Thadine Kaminski, Leomarie Luecke, Geraldine Podobnik,
Peggy Quinn, Helen Vahling, Margaret Kacvinsky, Kathy
Salewski, Rosemary Huzl, Rita Travis (Associate), Grace
Ann Rabideau, Jaye Nelson, Dolores Zemont, Anita
Beloin, Marilyn McGowan (Associate), Kevin Gordon,
Nadine Overbeck, Teresinha Del’Acqua and Phyllis
Wilhelm



USF Graduation: May 16, 2015

At the USF Undergraduate Commencement
Exercises on Saturday, May 16, 2015, the
Congregation was honored with the President’s
Medal for its 150 years of service and leadership.
Sister Dolores Zemont, President of the
Congregation, received the medal on behalf of the
Congregation. In presenting the medal Dr. Arvid
Johnson, President of the University, praised the
Congregation for its history of service and
leadership for the past 150 years. He stated that
since the founding of the Congregation in 1865 by
Mother Alfred Moes, the Sisters have continued to
live out the challenge given to St. Francis of Assisi
by Jesus, “Rebuild My Church.”

Sister Dolores Zemont with Dr. Arvid Johnson moments
In addition to the President’s Medal, the University after she accepted the President’s Medal on behalf of
honored the Congregation by asking that the the Congregation
addresses at the Graduate and the Undergraduate
Commencement be given by members of the
Congregation. Sister MaryAnn Jerkofsky, who had
ministered at the University as an associate
professor in Biology, addressed the Doctoral and
Master’s Degree Candidates. Sister Dolores
Zemont, who had served as Campus Minister at the
University for eighteen years, addressed the

undergraduates.

The University of Saint Francis President’s
Medal which was awarded to the

Sister MaryAnn Jerkofsky as she Congregation

addressed the Doctoral and Master’s
Degree Candidates
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Associate-Sponsored
Bluestem Ice Cream Social:
May 30, 2015

By Nancy Davis, Interim Director of Associates

Why not have an Ice Cream Social to celebrate the
Sisters 150" Anniversary? Invite the public!
Thank the Sisters for the many years of service.
The Associates chose to host this Social at the 2015
Bluestem Earth Festival at the University of St.
Francis. Hundreds of ice cream cones, cups and
ice cream bars were given away as the Festival
was attended by over 700 people!

Sisters Margaret Krieger and Odelia Kloc

Associate Michele Phelps

Associates Lynette Shea, Dorothy Resh and Margaret
Benoit

Sisters Peggy Quinn and Mary Franz at the Ice Cream Social
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Celebration at $t. John the
Baptist Church, Joliet:
June 28, 2015

By $Sr. Ann Freiburg

On May 28, the celebration of our 150th year came
home to Joliet at St. John's Franciscan Church. On
a beautiful Sunday morning, a large group of
Sisters, Associates and friends gathered at St.
John's. We entered the church, which was
beautifully decorated with banners based on the
Canticle (made by Tom and Mary Ann Manley)
and by scrolls at the foot of the altar and on all the
window sills with the names of the 297 Sisters
who have served at St. John.

After an opening prayer and brief history led by
Le Anne Tjelle, a parishioner at St. John and staff
member at Our Lady of Angels, we processed
from the church to Mother Alfred's first residence
in Joliet, the stone house at the northwest corner

of Division and Bridge streets. Singing This Is Holy
Ground as we walked, many were deeply touched by the
realization that we were literally walking in the
footsteps of Mother Alfred.

Upon arriving at the house, we greeted with prayer
and blessing the two families who are presently
living there and presented them with gifts in the
spirit of the first Franciscans who annually offered
gifts to the Benedictines for the use of the
Portiuncula chapel. Concluding with prayer, we
made our way back to church for a joyful and
spirited Eucharistic celebration presided over by
Associate Fr. Chuck Faso, with Frs. Herb Jones,
pastor, and Ed Shea also present. In his homily Fr.
Chuck said that, like the woman who reached out in
faith to Jesus for healing and strength, Mother
Alfred reached out in faith to touch Jesus in all
whom she served, and like the girl who was raised
up, Mother Alfred allowed Jesus to touch her and
raise her up to form a new community.

The procession from the St. John church to Mother Alfred’s first residence
led by Fr. Chuck Faso, Associate, and Sr. Rita Vahling
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In her remarks at the end of Mass, Sr. Dolores
reflected on our long association with St. John and
the friars, dating from the year 1865, when we were
founded and the friars first came to St. John
church. Two years before our founding, Mother
Alfred had been working in Indiana, when she was
invited by the pastor of St. John to come to Joliet to
teach in the school. Because of this call, she was
settled in Joliet when the community was formally
founded. Hence we can say that St. John was the
"holy place" that "gave birth" to the Joliet
Franciscans. Providentially, that was the same year
that the friars came to Joliet to take over the
leadership of St. John. From that time on we have
enjoyed a most cordial brotherly/sisterly
relationship with the friars.

After Mass we proceeded to the church hall, where
Fr. Herb greeted us and was a most gracious host in
his words of appreciation for our history as a
Congregation and in particular for our work at St.
John. He cited his own history as a pupil of our
Sisters, and picked up on Dolores' insight of St. John
church "giving birth" to our Congregation. We then
enjoyed a delicious meal arranged by Associate
Annette Buss, assisted by her family.

And so, as we processed, worshipped, sang, and
celebrated, we all proclaimed in our hearts and
spirits, "Come and see what God has done;
tremendous are God's deeds!"
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St. John the Baptist Church, Joliet



Celebration at $t. Joseph
Church, )Joliet: July 18, 2015

By $r. Lourdes Boyer

Like many of the Parishes in Joliet, there has been a
very close connection between St. Joseph Parish and
the Congregation. From the beginnings of the
Parish, our Sisters have staffed the school,
ministered to the Parishioners and assisted the
Priests in their ministry. Many women from the
Parish joined our community. On Saturday, July 18,
this relationship was shared by many of the Sisters
and the people of the Parish.

The afternoon began with a special welcome in the
school. After being greeted with a corsage, the
Sisters were invited to visit the classrooms now
converted into a museum showing the history of
the Parish. The role of our Congregation was in
evidence in the many pictures and write-ups on the
participation of our Sisters in the life of the Parish
over the years. Members of

the Parish and some past

students were there to greet

us, one of whom was Father

Michael Monshau, O.P.,

who has been closely

connected to our

Congregation over the

years.

After viewing the school,

the Sisters let the

procession into Church for the Mass which was
officiated by the pastor, Father Timothy Andres,
O.Carm., and Father Michael. A large portrait of
Sister Ferdinand graced the sanctuary. Father
Andres pointed out that Sister had been the first
principal of the school and had been instrumental
in creating opportunities for the parish to bond in
its beginning years. The people of St. Joseph’s
Parish were so grateful for her concern and service
that they named one of the buildings in her honor.
Father Michael gave a short history of the
Congregation’s presence starting with Sister
Ferdinand and ending with Sister Rosemary
Winter, the last Sister to teach in the school.

Sister Dolores Zemont addressing the
Congregation

After Mass the Sisters were invited to St. Joseph's
hall for a special meal prepared by members of the
Parish. The people of St. Joseph Parish were joined
by the pastor, Father Raymond Lescher and the
people of Sacred Heart Parish to share in this meal.

Our history with St. Joseph Parish was much longer
than that with Sacred Heart Parish but the accolades
given by both groups for our ministry to their
communities brought a tear to many an eye.

The celebrations that have been hosted in our honor
this past year have been special reminders to each of
us of the women who gave so much of themselves
for these past 150 years, as well as an
encouragement to continue their legacy as we pave
the way for the next 150.

Sisters Ann Freiburg, Mary Frances Seeley, Nadine
Overbeck, Lourdes Boyer and many more. ..



Poem: 7o Sisters - with Love

By Helen Lukancic Valerugo
Golden Anniversary Class of 1945
$t. Joseph

Build a school, and they will come -
Sixty-four students and a pioneer nun.
Sister Ferdinand was her name.
Thirty-nine years, her record of fame.

More students came and Sisters, too.
A larger building was overdue.

1914 marked an awesome feat -

A brand new school was now complete.

By ‘28 a record was made.

873 students filled every grade. Sister Ferdinand, first Principal of St.
Joliet Franciscans taught them all - Joseph school

Even plays were presented in the parish hall.

Servers and patrol boys were kept in line,
And the children’s choir did just fine.

Sister Matthia taught 1st graders to read.
Sister Secunda kept the school up to speed.

Sister Harriet taught the second grade -
When First Communion was also made.
Twenty-seven years, Sister Roberta’s share -
Sodality girls were under her care.

Sister Thea was one of the best -

She worked so hard with little rest.

She taught us to diagram and how to draw.
Her talents and zeal filled us with awe.

Over 200 Sisters — over 100 years.
They faithfully taught through laughter and tears.

never to fade - Kinsella and Anne Wayrowski lead the
May God richly reward them for the difference they way into church.
made!

Many Joliet Franciscan Sisters attended the celebration at St. Joseph.
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Sacred Heart Parish:
July 26, 2015

By $r. Rose Marie Surwilo

Although it was a very warm July morning, it
could not compare with the warm welcome we
received from the pastor and parishioners of
Sacred Heart Church on Ottawa Street in Joliet.
Some thirty Sisters, including eight of our
Brazilian Sisters, shared in a Liturgy that stirred
our spirits with its unique expression of unity in
diversity. Several choir members came from their
summer hiatus to lift our hearts as we joined in
singing that must have reached right to heaven!
Harry Leddy, husband of Associate Pam Leddy
sings in the choir.

(The gentleman on

the left.)

Liz Franklin,

parishioner at

Sacred Heart, is

known by many for

her work with the

Diocese of Joliet.

Now retired, she

directs the

children’s choir at

Sacred Heart and

stays active in both

church and civic

affairs. Liz gave us a

formal welcome and explained to the

Congregation the reason for celebrating: Our 150t

Anniversary.

The pastor, Father Ray Lescher, came to Sacred
Heart Parish in the late 90s. He has endeared
himself to the people at Sacred Heart as well as to
our Sisters — having celebrated Masses at the
Motherhouse, at Guardian Angel home and now
at Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home. Father
Ray’s homilies are always both enlightening and
challenging since he is a staunch advocate for
social justice. Some of our Sisters and Associates
have been attending Mass at Sacred Heart as well
as attending Pax Christi meetings there.

Father Ray spoke eloquently regarding our
ministries even though we only spent 16 years at
Sacred Heart (1971-1987). The eleven Sisters who
ministered were involved in education, ministry
to the needy, tutoring and other volunteer work.
Five of those Sisters are still alive and two were
present at the celebration: Sisters Janet Tucci and
Leomarie Luecke.

After the Mass we all were invited to the parish
hall which is attached to the small white framed
country-like church. Each Sister was presented
with a beautiful, red long stem rose. Sisters and
parishioners mingled and chatted and everyone
enjoyed cake and beverages. No one seemed in a
hurry to go home!

The entire experience
was that of a
Christian community
witnessing to the
possibility of
communion in the
midst of diversity,
whether it be race,
ethnicity or economic
status. Thank you,
Sacred Heart, for
your witness!

Father Ray Lescher



Liz Franklin

Associate Ann O'Brien, Sisters Teresinha Del’ Acqua, Maria
Aparecida Teles Proto and Roberta Naegele

Many Sisters enjoyed the Mass at Sacred Heart
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Appreciation Declared to the
Sisters by Associates for their 150
Anniversary in this Year of
Consecrated Life - August
Gathering: July 31, 2015

By Nancy Davis, Interim Director of Associates

At the August Gathering, the Associates presented
a Declaration of Appreciation with commitment to
follow with several events, a tree planting service
and a Tribute Tea.

Each Sister received an envelope containing a
prayer of Appreciation which Associates committed
to pray every day for the Sisters, and a tea bag to
anticipate the Tribute Tea to be held in December.
A final presentation was an oil painting of the
Motherhouse, painted by Associate Ann O’Brien’s
niece. It now hangs in the entrance to the Joliet
Franciscan Center.

Associates Jeanne Foley (at the podium), and left to
right in back: Roberta Spencer, Nancy Davis, Janine
Hicks, Louise Johnson and Mary Jo Orme
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Declaration of Appreciation to the
Sisters

Declared on this July 31, 2015, we, the Associates of the
Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate proudly honor and
celebrate you, our Sisters, during this, your 150*
Anniversary Year and in this Year of Consecrated Life. We
affirm who you are and what you mean to us, inspired by our
Brother, Pope Francis, as he dedicated this year to your way

of life:

Remembering the past, We honor you all, living and
deceased, as women who have been able to "read the signs of
the times with the eyes of faith and to respond creatively to
the needs of the Church and the world.”

We honor you for the wisdom you bring forth from the gifts
of the past and share with us and all you touch.

Celebrating the present with passion, We honor you as
women who have shared with us the charism of your
foundress, Mother Alfred, and the Gospel inspired lives of
Francis and Clare.

We honor you because you are enriching our spiritual lives
and our growth in these Franciscan values by sharing with
us your love, companionship, prayers and lives with us.

We honor you because you invite us to join you in your
journey to God and you have become “experts in
communion,” widening your outreach to the people on the
margins and proclaiming the dignity and unity of
humankind.

Embracing the future with hope, We honor you as women of
trust, inspired by Mother Alfred’s favorite Psalm: "Trust in
God and do good, that you may dwell in the land secure; find
your delight in God who will give you your heart’s

delight” (Ps 37:3-4). As Pope Francis counsels you not to
base your trust on statistics nor accomplishments, nor on
numbers nor efficiency, even less on your own strengths, but
on the One for Whom nothing is impossible (Lk1:37), we join
you in embracing the future with this kind of authentic hope,
proclaiming the presence of the Living God in the world.

Finally we honor you this day celebrating Anniversary and
Consecrated Life with the words quoted by our Brother
Francis: "Where there are religious, there is joy!” And this
is where you really excel! As Companions on the Journey, we
want to catch that spirit and, with you "WAKE UP THE
WORLD!”



Memorial $ervice Honoring the
Lives of Deceased Sisters and
Associates, OLA:

August 1, 2015

A Day to Remember

By Nan Nagl, Director of Mission Advancement

The afternoon of Saturday, August 1, found
Sisters, Associates, former members and friends
gathered at Our Lady of Angels Chapel to
remember and celebrate the lives of the 900+
deceased Sisters and Associates.

Names of the deceased were read aloud by
current Congregation President, Sr. Dolores
Zemont; past Presidents, Sisters Mary Rose Lieb,
Rosemary Fonck, Maria Pesavento, Mary Jean
Morris, Vivian Whitehead and Elaine Murphy; as
well as by Sr. Teresinha Del’ Acqua; current
Associate Director Mrs. Nancy Davis; and also,
former Associate Director Sr. Sharon Frederick.

Candles were lit and a chime played throughout
the Prayer Service as a way to remember and
reflect on all who came before.

The Prayer Service was very simple, yet very
powerful. After the service was over, some Sisters
shared that as names of the departed were read,
they felt a true sense of community that added to
the significance of the 150th Anniversary being
celebrated the next day.

Sister Dolores Zemont welcomes all present.
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Former Presidents, Sisters Rosemary Fonck
and Mary Rose Lieb and current President,
Sister Dolores Zemont process into chapel.

In Memory

As the Sisters were beginning to assemble on
Wednesday July 29 for their annual Summer Gathering
leading to the 150th Celebration, Sr. Pauline Ann Furiel
entered eternal life.

In the early hours of July 30, Sr. Rosemary Winter also
entered eternal life.

May Sisters Pauline Ann and Rosemary, and all the
Joliet Franciscan Sisters who have gone before them, rest
in peace.

(Including: Sisters Julie Ann Borer, August 12, Dorothy
Kinsella, September 14 and Eileen Bannon, October 6)

Sr. Yvonne Weidner was among the Sisters and
Associates lighting candles throughout the service.



Sister Thadine Kaminski lighting candles

Names of Sisters and Associates, both deceased and
living, are displayed on a series of banners.

Past President, Sr. Vivian Whitehead,
reading some of the names of the
deceased Sisters

Sister Anita Beloin lighting candles
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Remember, Celebrate and Embrace:

Remembering Those who
Have Gone before Us:
August 1, 2015

By $r. Rosemary Huzl

The most beautiful memorial we can give to those
we Jove is a living memory nourished by prayer,
gratitude and ever-deepening affection.

(Edward M. Hays)

The time to Remember, Celebrate and Embrace
our deceased Sisters and Associates was originally
scheduled for February 1, 2015, in conjunction
with “candlemas day.” However, an unexpected,
accumulating snowfall caused us to reschedule
the event until August 1, 2015, during the time of
the summer gathering. Thanks to that
providential snowstorm, in stillness and

a dimly lit chapel at Our Lady of Angels,

family, friends, Sisters and Associates

filled the chapel to remember, celebrate

and give thanks for the legacies of the
Congregation’s departed wisdom

figures. The year-long 150t celebration

of the founding of our Congregation

would not be complete without allowing

their legacies and lessons to continually

form and inform us. Grateful for the

past, celebrating who we are today and sharing
our faith and hope for the future, we remembered
with gratitude all those who touched our lives,
personally and collectively by their years of
dedication and service.

We entered the chapel surrounded by unlit
candles and the legacy banners printed with the
names of each living and deceased Sister and
Associate. Appropriately the song Standing on the
Shoulders by Joyce Johnson Rouse was sung. The
words so aptly represented the purpose of our
remembering, celebrating and embracing the
memories of 150 years as a Congregation.

I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who
came before me
I am stronger for their courage; I am wiser for
their words.
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I am lifted by their longing for a fair and
brighter future
I am grateful for their vision, for their toiling
on this earth...
They lift me higher than I could ever fly
Carrying my burdens away
I imagine our world if they hadn’t tried
We wouldn’t be here celebrating today...”

Our celebration included readings from Scripture,
the account of Elias of Assisi on the passing of
Saint Francis, much symbolism, prayer and song.

As those present reflected in silence, the seven
living former Congregation Presidents took turns
reading each of the 939 names of the USA and
Brazilian Sisters. The interim Director of
Associates read the 42 names of the USA and
Brazilian Associates. Sr. Teresinha read
the names of the deceased Brazilian
Sisters. A beautiful Tibetan chime was
sounded after the reading of a group of
names. Candles were lit representing the
lives and contributions of each name
read. Reverence and respect filled the
hearts of all present as the 981 names
were read. The names represented the
lives of 586 Joliet Franciscans from 1865-
1984; 353 lives from 1984 to the present
date of the service, and 42 Associates from 1974 to
the present.

Concluding the service, the former living
Presidents extended a blessing to all those
present, as we prepared to go in order to live and
leave our legacy following Jesus according to the
Gospel, the life and rule of St. Francis and our
constitutions.

Our prayer continues: may we build on what has
been, may each of us see “beyond our struggles,
troubles and challenges so that by our efforts,
things will be better in the end...”

May “our shoulders be there to hold the ones who
follow us.”



The Legacy
Banners

The seven banners were created
to honor all of the members of
the Sisters of St Francis and
Associates. The first five banners
list the names of 937 deceased
Sisters. The sixth banner lists all
of the living Sisters. Since the
printing of the banners five
Sisters and six Associates have
died. Living and deceased
Associates are listed on the
seventh banner. The names of
the deceased have a small cross
in front.

See the following pages for all seven
banners
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Thomasine Byrne

Ann Bartos (Vladimir)
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150th Anniversary Mass at the
Cathedral of $t. Raymond,
Joliet: August 2, 2015

A Day to Celebrate

By Nan Nagl, Director of Mission Advancement
As printed in the Joliet Franciscan E News

It was a beautiful August day. With clergy, family

members, friends and Associates, the Joliet

Franciscan Sisters celebrated a day that was 150

years in the making. Gathering at the Cathedral of
St. Raymond in
Joliet, 120 Sisters
processed down the
aisle to the hymn
"All Creatures of Our
God and King"” and
took their places.
Two Sisters from
the Sisters of St.
Francis in Allegany
joined in the

procession,
Sr.hDeborah Gaughan leads following behind
the procession carrying a
statue of Mother Alfred Moes, :TE stgtue of Mother
red.

the Congregation's foundress.

The celebrant of the Eucharistic Liturgy, Bishop R.
Daniel Conlon who said to all gathered, "These are
women who get up every day and recognize that
their life is for Christ, that they live for the
Kingdom of God. They faithfully responded to
God's calling." Bishop Conlon then invited all to
stand and applaud the Sisters. It was a touching
moment with many smiles, along with a few
happy tears.

In her welcoming remarks, Sr. Dolores Zemont,
Congregation President, shared that the Sisters are
involved in more than 60 ministries in both the
U.S. and Brazil. She said, "Our spirit is strong. We
get up each morning trying to live our vocation
with hope, hope in the Lord, hope for religious
life, and hope for the people of God, trying to
faithfully answer the call of Jesus."
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Sr. Rosa Maria Lima
dos Santos is one of
the banner carriers.

Sisters process into the Cathedral.

Sisters Debora de
Castro Alves, Maria
Aparecida Teles
Proto, Paula
Bingert, Jacqueline
Hirsch Margaret
Kacvinsky and
Karen Berry carry
the gifts to the
altar.



Sr. Dolores Zemont welcomes guests to the
150th Celebration.

The first reading was presented by Sr. Nadine Koza.
Speaking in Portuguese, Sr. Teresinha Mendonga
Del'Acqua, Councilor for the Mission, presented the
second reading. Following Bishop Conlon's homily,
Sr. Margaret Noser presented the Prayers of the
Faithful.

The Brazilian Sisters sang A Ti, Meu Deus (To You,
My God) during the Presentation of the Gifts. Nine
Sisters ministering in Brazil, eight of them native
Brazilians, were in attendance for the celebration.
Gifts were presented by Sisters Paula Bingert, Karen
Berry, Margaret Kacvinsky, Jacqueline Hirsch,
Debora de Castro Alves, and Maria Aparecida Teles
Proto.

The choir was comprised of Sisters and Associates.
Sr. René Simonelic lead the singing throughout the
Mass. After Communion, they sang Magnificabitur
as all those gathered in the Cathedral took a few

Sr. Nadine
Koza

presents the
first reading.
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Sr. Margaret
Noser
presents the
Prayers of the
Faithful.

Sr. Teresinha
Mendonga
del'Acqua
presents the
second reading.



silent moments to reflect. Mass concluded with
the singing of Alleluia, Raise the Gospel.

Ask any Joliet Franciscan Sister who was
present, and she will surely tell you that it
was a day she will remember and one that
celebrated the work of 900+ Sisters working
as a community over 150 years.

After the Anniversary Mass concluded, more
than 500 guests made their way into the
Cathedral Commons for a reception. Over an
assortment of delicious hors d’oeuvres and
desserts, it was the opportunity for the Sisters
and guests to share their thoughts on the
historic day, as well as memories and stories
of the past. As the last guests'sald their Sr. Barbara Kwiatkowski leads the Brazilian Sisters in song during
goodbyes, the thoughts remained that the the Presentation of Gifts

day had been a great gift — one to be

cherished for the ages.

In closing ...

The Joliet Franciscan Sisters extend their
heartfelt gratitude to all who have made
this 150th Anniversary a memory to be
savored for years to come. Whether you
were in attendance by your presence or
spirit on August 2 at the Cathedral of St.
Raymond, or at one of the many
celebrations held in parishes where the
Sisters served, the Sisters are filled with
gratitude. Proclamations,
congratulatory letters, cards and gifts of
financial support have been received.
All are greatly appreciated.

You are held in the prayers of the

Sisters. Past Presidents: Sisters Maria Pesavento, Mary Rose Lieb, Rosemary
Fonck, Mary Jean Morris, Vivian Whitehead and current President, Sr.

Peace, Dolores Zemont

Nan Nagl

Director, Mission Advancement
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Advice from a

Franciscan

Start by doing what’s
necessary,
then do what’s possible,
and suddenly you are
doing the impossible.

Lord, Make me an
instrument of your
peace.

We should seek not so
much to pray, but to
become prayer.

Sisters af St Francis
of Mmy Immaculate

(Joliet Franciscans)

(ommemoraling their

150th
Anniversary

Founded
August 2, 186>

by
Mother Alfred Moes

www.jolietfranciscans.org
Artwork by Sr. Kay Francis
Berger, OSF

Every person in attendance at the Mass received a laminated bookmark

commemorating the occasion.
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The name of every single Sister, living and deceased, was printed on the front or back cover
of the invitation as well as the Mass program booklet!
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St. Paul the
Apostle and $t.
Jude Join to
Celebrate:
August 8, 2015

By Sister Rose Marie Surwilo

On Saturday, August 8, while

black clouds were billowing in

from the south, parishioners of

St. Paul and St. Jude Church

were gathering for the 4:30 p.m.

Mass. Nearly 50 Joliet

Franciscans were also arriving for this Mass to
commemorate our 150" Anniversary and
remembering our service at St. Paul and St. Jude.
Knights of Columbus in full regalia were greeting
the Sisters with warm handshakes and smiles. As
the first hymn began, we knew that this would be
a special celebration. The hymn, “Immaculate
Mary,” had to be chosen especially for us! The
Knights led us in and formed an honor guard
with swords raised.

Father John Klein, the pastor of St. Paul, after his
gracious words about us at the homily, presented
us with a beautifully framed memento containing
a tavola of St. Francis of Assisi, our crest and a
picture of Pope Francis waving and smiling
warmly. This gift will hang in our offices on
Essington for all to see.

Tavola given to the Congregation by Father John Klein,
Pastor of St. Paul

The church was packed!

After the Mass the congregation was invited to
join in a reception with delicious hors d’oeuvres
hosted by parishioners from St. Paul and St. Jude.
Each Sister who had taught in their schools or
ministered in the parishes received a special gift
bag. In the reception hall a pictorial remembrance
of the Sisters” time at the parishes was displayed.
The joyful sharing of stories with the parishioners
was the culmination of the event and the sunshine
that greeted us as we left the hall showed no signs
of those billowing black clouds! Thanks to
everyone at St. Paul and the parishioners from St.
Jude who made us feel so welcome!

Sisters Joanne Murphy and Phyllis Pitz retrieving their
nametags



$t. Mary Immaculate,
Plainfield, lllinois, Celebrates
with the Joliet Franciscans:
September 18-20, 2015

By $r. Rose Marie Surwilo
$t. Mary School

It was a picture perfect morning when nearly 500 St.
Mary Immaculate grade schoolers made their way
into church for the weekly school Mass. Something
would be special on this 18 of September because a
group of Joliet Franciscans would be joining them.
We, Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate, had
been privileged to be the first teachers at the
original St. Mary School when it opened its doors in
1955 with four classrooms, each with double grades.
Forty-seven Sisters served there during the next 27
years.

Despite the devastation of the tornado which
completely demolished the school and badly
damaged the church, St. Mary Parish is alive and
well! The present school has grown into two classes
of each grade and the “new” church easily
accommodates all the children. Father David
Medow’s gracious introduction at the beginning of
Mass highlighted some of our ministries and
sponsored institutions. The children’s choir planned

the hymns for Mass and were really top notch in
leading the singing.

After Mass Father David introduced Sister Dolores
who began a dialogue with the children in the
fourth through eighth grades. (The younger folks
went back to their classrooms.) With such questions
as: “What was happening in 1863?” and “Who was
president then?” Sister Dolores set the stage to tell a
little of our history. There were “prizes” (pens and
chapstick) for those who had the correct answers to
the questions sprinkled throughout her talk.

There were a few of us present who had taught at
St. Mary and Sister Dolores had each of us speak for
a few minutes. But the real dialogue started when
she asked if the children had any questions! Hands
went up all over the church with questions such as
“How old do you have to be a Sister?” and “Do you
have to go through special training?” After several
minutes of questions, Sister Dolores finally thanked
the children for their interest and they returned to
their classrooms.

Father David took us on a tour of the school, quite
different from the small school we remembered.
We are grateful for all who had a part in making
this event special. Meeting and listening to the
children brought many happy memories of our
early days of teaching. Thank you, St. Mary!

Sisters Anne Wayrowski, Leomarie Luecke, Helen Zulka, Dolores Zemont,
Rose Marie Surwilo, Peggy Quinn, Albert Marie Papesh and Yvonne Weidner



St. Mary Parish

Over the weekend, Sisters were present for the nine
parish Masses, including the two Spanish and one
Polish Mass. Sister Dolores spoke at all the English
Masses and Sister Leomarie did a fantastic job of
translating, on the spot, for the Spanish Masses.
Sister Rose Marie read the talk for the Polish Mass
since many of the people there were able to
understand English.

The warm greetings of the parishioners, some who
were taught by our Sisters and some who simply,
with joyful tears, shared their gratitude for our 150
years of service, was a humbling experience. The
reception after each Mass was filled with laughter
and sharing.

The table prepared by Sister Albert Marie with
various Congregation materials highlighted the
present activities of our Sisters and Associates. A
poster with pictures from our 2015 Jubilee
celebration caught the interest of many and Sister
Anne Wayrowski was on deck to explain when
there were questions.

We are truly grateful for the warm welcome from
St. Mary parish and ask God’s continued blessings
on all who serve and worship at this holy place.
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Left to right: Sisters Joanne Marusa, Marlene Ambrose,
Helen Vahling and Phyllis Pitz

Left to right: Felicity Gaffney, Martha Kienzler, Albert
Marie Papesh, Mary Lou Marchetti, Elaine Kerscher and
Vivian Whitehead

Sister Martha Kienzler



USF Alums Are Awarded
the Presidential Alumni

Award:
September 20, 2015

by $r. Clarita Schumacher

At the Grand Luncheon and Awards
ceremony on September 20, 2015, the
University of St. Francis presented the 2015
Presidential Alumni Award to ALL the Sisters
of St. Francis who are alums of the
University. In a letter announcing the award,
President Arvid Johnson stated: “This award
is based on the outstanding professional and
personal successes as well as involvement in
the civic, cultural and charitable

activities. More specifically, as our founders,
we so greatly appreciate your continued
service and support. Congratulations on this
prestigious and most deserved honor. We
recognize the Sisters” outstanding character
and genuine connection to USF as a true
example of people

who are living the

mission of the

University of St.

Francis. You are

making a difference

in other people’s lives

and in ours, and for

that we are very

proud to call you our

founders.”

Front to back, left to right: Sisters Clarita Schumacher, Joanne Marusa, Felicity Gaffney,
Therese Tusek, Phyllis Pitz, Anna Konrath and Dr. Arvid Johnson. Next Row: Sisters Helen
Vahling, Katheryn Stimac, Odelia Kloc, and Elaine Kerscher. Third row: Sisters Lois Prebil,
Mary Lou Marchetti, and Mary Ann Hamer. Forth Row: Sisters Juanita Ujcik and Martha

Kienzler. Top row: Sisters Lucille Adelmann, Lourdes Boyer and Vivian Whitehead
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$t. Andrew Parish, Romeoville:
September 26, 2015

By $r. Rose Marie Surwilo

It was a cool September afternoon, but the
welcome at St. Andrew parish was very warm! As
we walked into the church, parishioners were
there to greet us. Both Sisters and Associates (two
Associates brought their spouses) were ushered to
the front of church, and we found ourselves right Honoring deceased Sisters Delores Rummel, Dorothy
next to the children’s choir. There were children Kinsella and Maria Hasse

from all the grades who would provide music

with an enthusiasm unique to God’s little ones. In

a prominent place in the sanctuary were pictures

of the two Sisters who died while serving St.

Andrew parish: Sisters Delores Rummel and

Maria Hasse and the last Sister to serve there,

Sister Dorothy Kinsella. Flowers adorned the

pictures. The pastor, Father Gregor Gorsic, invited

two Sisters to do the readings for Mass: Sisters

Sandi Salois and Yvonne Weidner. Father Gregor

was very gracious in his homily, recalling the

work of our Sisters over the years, and expressed  Sisters Yvonne Weidner, Dolores Zemont, Rita Mandella and
great appreciation. Mary Lou Marchetti

After the Mass the pictures of the deceased Sisters
were taken over to the reception hall and were set
up in a place of honor. The hall was arranged with
a “head table” decked out with white table cloths
and decorated with bud vases containing a rose
and baby’s breath for each Sister. A PowerPoint
presentation with pictures of many of the Sisters
who had served at St. Andrew had been prepared
and was running throughout the reception. Along
with delicious little

sandwiches, various Clockwise: Sisters Joan Clare Wisner, Mary Ann Hamer,
salads and Polish Associate Ann O’Brien, Sister Yvonne Weidner, Mary Jean
Morris and Kay Francis Berger

pierogi, there was a very
large cake with our crest
which the grade school
children served. There
was little doubt that the
Sisters were
remembered fondly and
appreciated by St.
Andrew parish.
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$t. Mary Church, German
Village, Columbus, Ohio:
October 11, 2015

by $r. Margaret Hoffman and $r. Roberta Naegele

On October 11, 2015, fourteen Sisters and one
Associate gathered at St. Mary Church in German
Village Southside Columbus, Ohio, to
commemorate the 150t anniversary of the founding
of the Joliet Franciscan Congregation and celebrate,
with gratitude, the 145 years of presence in this
Franklin county region.

The Sisters and Associate arrived from Joliet,
Lillyville, La Grange, and Chicago, Illinois, and
Phoenix, Arizona, as well as Columbus. Seven were
native to Columbus: Sisters Mary Franz, Joy
(Felicity, Thelma) Gaffney, Elaine R. Schneider,
Patricia Mitchell, Margaret Hoffman, Roberta
Naegele, and Elaine Kerscher. Sr. Margaret
Hoffman currently is an English teacher at St.
Charles Preparatory School. Prior to this, she
ministered at Bishop Watterson High School.
Former teachers at St. Mary High School were
Sisters Joy Gaffney and Juanita Regine Ujcik. Sister
Rosemary Huzl had taught at St. Michael’s
Worthington; Sisters Pat Mitchell and Rose Marie
Surwilo, at Bishop Ready; Sr. Roberta Naegele at St.
Mary Magdalene. Sister René Simonelic had been
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Director of the Office of Divine Worship for the
Diocese of Columbus. Three Sisters, including Sister
Dolores Zemont, who did an opening presentation
tracking our past ministries to our current ones;
Sister Albert Marie, who co-chaired the 150 year
celebration, and Sister Karen Berry, who had
ministered in another part of Ohio, were present.
Associate Karen Fleshman had once taught at St.
Mary Grade School.

The Mass was concelebrated. Father Charles
Klinger, graduate of Immaculate Conception Parish,
was assisted by Fr. Anthony Missimi, a former
pastor of Immaculate Conception and a co-worker
with our Sisters at Holy Spirit and Immaculate
Conception; Fr. Michael Watson a graduate of St.
Michael School, former pastor of St. Mary and
pastor at St. Mary, Delaware, Ohio; Fr. Peter
Gideon, graduate of St. Michael School; Deacon
Roger Minner, who ministers at St. Mary; the server
was Vincent Relli-Dempsey, a St. Mary Grade
School and St. Charles Preparatory School graduate.
Tony Castrodale, a junior at St. Charles, assisted
with sacristy arrangements.

Fr. Klinger’s homily shared his personal experience
with the Sisters of St. Francis when he attended
Immaculate Conception when Sr. Pauline Devine
was Principal. He then reviewed significant
moments in the Sisters’ early history that involved



Mother Alfred Moes’ adventures
and the Congregation’s rapid
growth. He mentioned the
painful era when the Chicago
Bishop Foley had mandated
Mother Alfred and the Sisters to
choose to return from Minnesota
or be severed from the
Congregation. She opted to
remain in Minnesota.
Subsequently, the Rochester
Franciscan Congregation was
started! From there he mentioned

Sisters Juanita Ujcik, Roberta Naegele, Karen Berry, Elaine R. Schneider and

the many avenues of ministries

the Sisters are currently engaged

in and on which the Sr. Dolores had elaborated in
her opening talk. He then highlighted the Gospel
reading of the day: Mark 10: 17-30. He explained
that this reading had, at one time, been interpreted
for priests and vowed religious, but since Vatican II,
this reading now applies to all Christians. He

Sisters Dolores Zemont and Roberta Naegele

63

Margaret Hoffman

emphasized that we are all called to be the “face of
Jesus” and see “the face of Jesus” in all whom we
meet.

The music of the Mass highlighted Franciscan songs
including The Canticle of the Sun and Make Me a
Channel of Your Peace. The St. Mary Church organist
and cantor, Bill Antoniak, played Magnificabitur as
an instrumental at the offertory. The hymn was
composed by the deceased Sr. Teresine Haban, a
graduate of St. Mary Grade and High Schools. Her
niece and nephew were in attendance to enjoy this
lovely piece.

After the Mass, the celebration moved to the school
gym, where friends, relatives, classmates and
former Sisters met with each other to enjoy the
famous Resch’s bakery, fruit and veggie trays and
drinks. The gym had been set up by Roseanne
Hanson (Sr. Elaine R. Schneider’s sister) and Susan
Gruber (Sr. Margaret’s sister) and volunteers. The
entire Columbus event was organized by Sr.
Margaret Hoffman. She had invited participation
using the clergy newsletter, the Catholic Times and
the parish bulletins of those parishes in which our
Sisters, in total over 900, had ministered. Memories
flowed and reconnections were made.



Associates Plant a Tree to
Honor the Sisters’ 150"
Anniversary:

October 17, 2015

by Lucy Sanchez

During the Associate Day of Reflection held recently
at Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home (OLA),
time was set aside to commemorate the Joliet
Franciscans’ 150t Anniversary by planting a

tree. On that crisp Saturday afternoon with the sun
shining high and a light breeze in the air, the
Associates gathered to help plant a beautiful Brandy
Wine Maple on the grounds of OLA between the A
and B wings.

“We are pleased to honor them at such a special
place,” said Nancy Davis, Interim Director of the
Associates. “OLA is the central hub of the Sisters’
lives, which is why it was important to plant the
tree here.” Each of the Associates and Sisters
present were able to take a shovel of dirt to help
with the planting. Associate Dorothy Spiczak led
the prayer.

At the end of the ceremony, Sister Dolores helped
place the dedication sign which reads: “The Joliet
Franciscan Associates dedicate this tree to the
Sisters of St. Francis for their 150 Anniversary Year
— Planted October 17, 2015.
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Sister Dolores does some digging!



Joliet/Will County Hall of
Pride Induction:

November 10, 2015
By Nan Nagl

On November 10 at the annual Joliet/Will County
Project Pride dinner, the Joliet Franciscan Sisters
were inducted into the Hall of Pride. The Sisters
were honored for their years of ministry in
education and community service. The Hall of
Pride is located in the Joliet Public Library's Main
Branch building.

The award was presented by Father Jim
Lennon, who has known the Congregation since
he was a first
grade
student and
the Sisters
were his
teachers. As
we know,
Father Jim is
a good
friend who
presides
over many of the Congregation's Eucharistic
liturgies, visits with the Sisters who are residents
at Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home and
tends to some of the Congregation's spiritual

Father Jim Lennon

needs.
In her comments, Sister Dolores, told the dinner's

attendees that the Sisters have had an impact on
Joliet for over 150 years. She shared that although

Sister Dolores Zemont
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the Sisters had been teachers for many years, they
also branched out into other ministries in Joliet,
and beyond.

More than 30 Sisters were in attendance at the
dinner. When Sister Dolores came forward to
accept the award on behalf of the Congregation,
all of the Sisters joined her at the front of the
room.

The Sisters also received recognition of their
induction into the Hall of Pride from both the
Illinois State Senate and State House of
Representatives.

This is the 30th anniversary of Joliet/Will County
Project Pride. Also inducted into the Hall of Pride
during the dinner was the Joliet American Legion
Band. Project Pride has honored 135 individuals
and organizations over the course of its history.



Celebration of Sisters of St.
Francis of Mary Immaculate
at St. Francis De Sales:

November 15, 2015
Lois Prebil, OSF

The celebration of the 150 anniversary of our
congregation at St. Francis de Sales church on the
Eastside of Chicago on Sunday, November 15,
2015, was possibly the simplest and smallest of
our many celebrations. It was clear, however, that
many Sisters were represented and remembered
gratefully at this Eucharistic celebration. This
celebration also included our presence at Ss. Peter
and Paul in South Chicago.

Fr. Bob Kyfes, a graduate of the elementary
school, now a priest of the archdiocese of Chicago,
negotiated for the day with the pastor and was the
main celebrant and homilist. He based his homily
on the scripture for the day using a “Bad News,
Good News” theme, from our beginnings at SFDS
in 1893 until our last Sisters left there in 2000. Two
of his teachers, Sisters Nicholas Tosseng and Pat
Mitchell, were present and quite obviously proud
of him.

The church is changed somewhat, yet it has a
familiar feeling of belonging. In that holy place, as
a former parishioner myself and a graduate of the
high school, my thoughts wandered back to those
days past — picturing my wonderful family,
teachers and friends. I felt a deep gratitude for all
that I received through our Sisters during those
formative years. At the greeting of peace, I was
surprised to see my classmate, Carol Granich
Bender. Later Carol and I talked about our
teachers, almost all now in eternity!

Special thanks to our President, Sr. Dolores
Zemont, for her faithfulness by representing us
and attending all of these 150t celebrations! And
thanks to our General Secretary, Sr. Lourdes
Boyer, and all the Governing Board members,
Sisters Clarita Schumacher, Peggy Quinn and
Teresinha Del’ Acqua for their presence. I also

want to give a special mention to Sr. Albert Marie
Papesh who has planned all of these celebrations
of our 150", attended them and taken photos!
Many students and parishioners were represented
as well as our sisters. Mary Therese Pasterik,
graduate of SFDS and former OSF member, was
present. Mary Cermak Dis, graduate of SS Peter
and Paul, came to celebrate also. A photo of the
graduates attending demonstrates the SFDS spirit!
Other sisters who attended this liturgy, some of
whom were “on mission” there, were: Kathryn
Stimac, Terry Tusek, Felicity Gaffney, Rose Marie
Surwilo, Helen Vahling, Jane Nienaber, Mary Jean
Morris and Mary Frances Seeley. It's no easy drive
to the Eastside. All deserve recognition for that!

Right: Sisters
Therese Tusek,
Helen Vahling, a
SFDS Alumna,
Sister Felicity
Gaffney

Above: Front Row-

Sisters Nicholas
Tosseng, a SFDS
Alumnus, Sisters

Therese Tusek and

Patricia Mitchell
Back Row— A
SFDS Alumna,

Sisters Lois Prebil

and 4 SFDS Alumni

Celebration at St. Francis continued on next page



Tribute Tea —

An Associate-Sponsored Party
To Honor the Sisters:
December 5, 2015

By Nancy Davis, Interim Director of Associates

From Maryland to Florida, from Colorado to
Wisconsin, from Illinois to Arizona, Associates
chose Saturday, December 5, 2:30 PM CST to sip a
cup of tea in honor of the Sisters and their 150
years of service. The Effingham and Ohio
Associates gathered in their Regional Groups.
Over 70 Associates and Sisters were together at
Our Lady of Angels. Other Associates
remembered the Sisters from their homes.
Whatever the venue, the Associates prayed their
Prayer of Appreciation to express their gratitude for the
many years of service the Sisters have given.

Among those who shared why they cherish the
Associate Relationship, Ruth Rohan said, “I enjoy
and love our Franciscan Sisters and treasure
reconnecting with those Sisters who have touched
my life from age ten to the present.” Dorothy
Spiczak added, “It puts life into my life.” Anne
Tietyen described the Associate Relation as “a
porch light shining through a dark night. No
matter what happens, my Associate connection is
there to inspire, encourage, renew me and warm
my heart.”

Frances Wenzel, Associate, Sister Lourdes Boyer
and John Roach, Associate

Daily Prayer of Appreciation*®

As we companion each other on our journey, we share
ministry; where one is we all are.
Like Mother Alfred with them, we strive to be people of
prayer and action,
trusting in you, as she did.

In this Jubilee Year and this Year of Consecrated Life,
we thank you for all of these Sisters, living and dead,
who have so inspired us on our Franciscan journey.

Rain down on them an abundance of blessings so that
they may continue in faith to walk in the footprints of
Jesus with Francis and Clare. We make our prayer in
Your Holy Name with Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
Amen

*Said daily by Associates from August through
December, 2015

Associate Jean Roach, Sister Albert
Marie Papesh and Associate Helen
Lawson

Nancy Davis’ daughter, Terri Mossman,
Associate Dorothy Spiczak, Interim
Associate Director, Nancy Davis, soon to
be Associate, Carol Baranski and
Associate Julie Kowalczyk
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St. Joseph Church:
December 6, 2015

Manhattan, Illinois
By $r. Donna Marie Baier

It was a sunny Sunday morning,
December 6, 2015, when 21 Sisters went
for a peaceful ride through the country
to St. Joseph Church in Manhattan,
Illinois. We attended the 10:30 a.m.
Liturgy to “put the period” on our 150th
year celebration, as Sr. Dolores put it.
Seeing the amount of young families
and small children in attendance, St.
Joseph School could be in existence for
many more years to come.

Our Sisters began the school in 1925, three years
after Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago urged the
pastor to build a parochial school with
accommodations for the Sisters of St, Francis who
would teach there. The church was turned
sideways to allow for a new building with the
entrance to face the street and serve as church,
school and convent. Sisters Giles and Bertille
started teaching eight grades in 1925 and Sisters
Bernadine and Donna Marie completed a 69 year

commitment of the Sisters of
St. Francis in 1994.

Sisters always loved going to
Manhattan because of the
behavior of the country
children and the support of
the parents. Who today are
still grateful for the education
received by their children
who have turned out to be
successful in many areas of
employment. The small
school encouraged all the
students to become leaders.

Our thanks to the Men’s Club of St, Joseph’s who
sponsored the get-together after Mass for donuts
from the bakery of one of their parishioners in
town, coffee and juice. It was a quiet ending to a
year and a half of celebrating for the Community.
A short trip across the yard to the school was
encouraged by Father Lindsey, the pastor, to show
off a large mural on the entrance wall showing
various groups of students over the last 90 years.
Long live St. Joseph’s for many more
anniversaries to come.

Sisters Dolores Zemont, Donna Marie Baier, Helen Vahling, Anita Beloin, Associate Ann O'Brien, Sisters Lourdes Boyer,
Patricia Mitchell, Patricia Skowronski, Peggy Quinn, Rose Marie Surwilo, Felicity Gaffney, Martha Kienzler, Albert
Marie Papesh, Mary Ann Hamer, Mary Jean Morris, Odelia Kloc, Thadine Kaminski, Clarita Schumacher, Fiend, Barb
Bennett and Sisters Rita Mandella and Teresinha Del’ Acqua (not pictured: Sr. Bernadine Hasse)
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Celebration at St.
Joseph

Above: Sisters Mary Jean Morris,
Clarita Schumacher and Martha
Kienzler

Left: Sisters Donna Marie Baier
and Bernadine Hasse

Sisters Patricia Mitchell, Thadine Kaminski and Helen Vahling

Sister Dolores Zemont
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Celebration of 150 Years of the
Founding of the Congregation,
$San Damiano, Brazil
December 19-20, 2015

By $r. Margaret Noser

On December 19 the Associates and Sisters began to
gather at San Damiano. All 17 Sisters of the Region
of Brazil were present along with 11 Associates
from Goiania and 8 from Santa Helena. Everyone
had a chance to greet the others as they arrived and
enjoyed coffee, juice, cake, cheese bread and fruit.

On Sunday morning all met again for the 8 a.m.
Mass in which we celebrated our 150 years as a
Congregation. Sisters and Associates acted as
commentator, lectors and choir. The Pastor asked
Sr. Margaret to give a brief story of the history on
the Congregation after the homily. Breakfast was
served after Mass and all proceeded to an outside
covered area where they participated in games and
music until time for dinner which was Churrasco
Brazilian style. The spirit of Mother Alfred Moes
was very evident in our being together as a group
and celebrating all that went before us.
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The Awards

JCA Hall of Fame Induction, March 26, 2015

City of Bayfield, Wisconsin, Mayor Larry J. McDonald, May 14, 2014

USF President’s Medal, May 16, 2015

Papal Blessing, May 29, 2015

City of Joliet, Mayor Robert O’Dekirk, July 21, 2015

Declaration from the Associates, July 31, 2015

lllinois Senate Recognition, August 2, 2015

Will County Executive Proclamation, Lawrence W. Walsh, August 2, 2015
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U. S. Flag flown over the United States Capitol, August 5, 2015

81

August 25, 2015 — Joliet Township Government

USF Alumni Association Award, September 20, 2015

Joliet Region Chamber of Commerce, November 2, 2015

Joliet/Will County Hall of Pride, November 10, 2015

State of lllinois Senate Recognition, Project Hall of Pride, November 10, 2015 .........cccecvrveneee

State of lllinois House of Representatives, November 10, 2015
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73 March 26, 2015



May 14,2015




In Grateful Appreciation
To Our Founding Sisters
For 150 Years of

Service and Leadership
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May 16, 2015
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May 29, 2015



July 21, 2015
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July 31, 2015



79

August 2, 2015
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August 2, 2015
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'1

Presidential Alumni Award
to our founders
SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

OF MARY IMMACULATE

In recognition of their
continued service and support.

Presented this
20th day of September 2015

/.

UNIVERSITY OF

! STFRANCIS E

September 20, 2015




84

November 2, 2015
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Congratulatory Letters

Bishop Joseph Siegel, June 29 89
Archbishop Thomas Wenski, July 9 20
Bishop Emeritus Joseph L. Imesch, July 13 o1
Office of Senator Richard Durbin, July 15 92
President Barack Obama, July 21 93
Archbishop Thomas Wenski, July 21 94
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, July 21 95
Fr. Bill Spencer, OFM, July 21 26
Mary Moes Haldiman, July 25 97
Sr. Joan McGilinchey, Vicar for Religious, July 31 98
Archbishop Blase ). Cupich, August 2 99
Governor Bruce Rauner, August 2 100
Fr. Martin O'Hagan, St. Patrick’s, Ireland, August 9 101
V. Rev. William ). Harry, O.Carm., Prior Provincial, August 11 102
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President Barak Obama
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Provincial
Sacred Heart Province

96 July 21, 2015
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July 31, 2015
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August 11, 2015




Newspaper, Magazine, Internet Coverage

The Herald News, June 23, 2015 105-107
Christ is Our Hope Magazine, September 2015 108-110
The Herald News, August 3, 2015 11-113

A Special 150 Anniversary Facebook Page 114-119
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Herald News, June 23, 2015 page 1
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Herald News, June 23, 2015 page 2
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Herald News, June 23, 2015 page 3
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Christ is our Hope, September 2015, Cover
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Christ is our Hope, September 2015, Page 1
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Christ is our Hope, September 2015, Page 2
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Herald News, August 3, 2015 page 1

111



Herald News, August 3, 2015 page 2
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Herald News, August 3, 2015 page 3
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A Special 150 Anniversary Facebook Page!

Facebook entries are pictured on
the next 5 pages . . .
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Then...

The Motherhouse
520 Plainfield Road
Joliet, Illinois
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and Now...

The Joliet Franciscan Center
1433 Essington Road
Joliet, Illinois
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Sisters ofSt. Francis
of Ma;y Immaculate

1433 Essington Road
Joliet IL 60435-2873
815-725-8735
www jolietfranciscans.org



